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SUBJECT: FAHMY DEPARTURE FOR FONMIN CONFERENCE IN RIYADH 

REF: CAIRO 403 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . PRESS REPORTS FAHMY DEPARTED FOR RIYADH THIS MORNING TO 
ATTEND "CONFRONTATION STATES" FONMINS CONFERENCE. HIS DEPARTURE 
CAME AS A SURPRISE , SINCE HE HAD TOLD US TWO DAYS AGO THAT 

THE SAUDIS HAD BEEN INFORMED HE COULD NOT LEAVE UNTIL JANUARY 18. 
MOREOVER. JUDGING FROM PRESS COMMENTARY THERE HAVE BEEN ACTIVE 
EXCHANGES AMONG THE EILIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS PAST FEW DAYS 
ON VENUE AND TIMING OF PROPOSED CONFERENCE. 

2. ASKED ABOUT FAHMY'S UNEXPECTED DEPARTURE FOR RIYADH, HIS 
DEPUTY CEF D'CABINET, AMR MUSA. ACKNOWLEDGED THERE HAD BEEN 
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A LAST MINUTE CHANGE OF PLANS REQUIRING FAHMY TO GO. WHILE 
NOT EXPLICITLY SAING SO, HE IMPLIED SAUDI INSISTENCE 
THAT MEETING BE HELD AS SCHEDULED HAD FORCED FAHMY RELUCTANTLY 
TO ACCEDE MINSTATE MOHAMED KIAL AND AMBASSADOR USAMA AL-BAZ 
ACCOMPANIED THE FONMIN. FAHMY WANTS TO TRY TO GET BACK TONIGHT, 
ACCORDING TO MUSA, SINCE HE MUST BE ON HAND TO RECEIVE THE FINNISH 
FONMMIN WHO ARRIVES TOMORROW. 
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